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Background 

The third meeting of the HELCOM Project on Baltic-wide assessment of coastal fish communities in support 
of an ecosystem-based management was held in Vilnius, Lithuania, on 18-19 March 2013. All Contracting 
Parties except Germany and EU participated in the meeting. Extracts from the meeting outcomes of 
relevance for this meeting are attached. The whole Outcome can be accessed here. 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to 

 take note of the extracts from the outcome of HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013, and especially of tasks 
assigned for the HELCOM FISH-PRO II 1/2014 meeting, including: 

o reviewing work done on state pressure relationships (Paragraph 6) 

o discussing additional/candidate indicators, e.g. size related indicators (Paragraph 7)  

o re-assess indicators reflecting the size-structure of piscivores (Paragraph 12) 

o updating the Guidelines for coastal fish monitoring as part of the COMBINE Manual by the next 
meeting (Paragraph 8) 

o report on a questionnaire on commercial catch reporting systems to be provided by Finland 
(Paragraph 11) 

 

  

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=80219&folderId=2201434&name=DLFE-53375.pdf
http://helcom.fi/Documents/Action%20areas/Monitoring%20and%20assessment/Manuals%20and%20Guidelines/Manual%20for%20Marine%20Monitoring%20in%20the%20COMBINE%20Programme%20of%20HELCOM.pdf
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Extracts from the Outcome of HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013 of relevance for the HELCOM FISH-PRO II 1/2014 

The Third Meeting of the HELCOM Project on Baltic-wide assessment of coastal fish communities in support 
of an ecosystem-based management (HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013) was held at the premises of the Ministry 
of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania in Vilnius, from 18 to 19 March 2013 and attended by 
representatives from all HELCOM Contracting Parties, except EU, Germany and the Russian Federation.  

The Meeting: 

1. noted the information by the Chair on a gillnet monitoring programme starting soon in Poland for years 
2013-2016, and that there are two coastal fish experts from Germany willing to share their knowledge 
on fish monitoring, and possibly attending the project meetings in the future.  

2. noted the information on a workshop on mapping of recruitment areas, as provided by the Chair and 
agreed on the time schedule to investigate the possibility to apply for funding for the workshop from 
the Nordic Council of Ministers during spring 2013, pending financial support to arrange the workshop 
in 2014 and to produce a guideline for mapping of recruitment areas in 2015. 

3. acknowledged the possibilities for future monitoring of coastal fish in Latvia, stressed the need for 
additional funding for assessment of monitoring data from Estonia and stressed the need for annual 
monitoring in Lithuania. 

4. stressed the importance of keeping existing monitoring programmes and conducting monitoring on an 
annual basis. Long term funding is a prerequisite for future assessment of coastal fish community status 
in the Baltic Sea. 

5. welcomed the request by HELCOM MONAS to, in the indicator development work, look into the effects 
of different pressures, e.g. the impact of fisheries, habitat destruction and hazardous substances on fish 
communities.  

6. encouraged the suggestion to look at state pressure relationships pending if this work can be achieved 
in other projects as no national funding is foreseen and agreed to review what has been done in the 
next meeting of the project. 

7. agreed to consider size related indicators as candidate indicators to be looked at in the future and to 
rely on the input from the MARMONI project and Swedish work and to come back to the issue of 
additional indicators at the next meeting of the Project. 

8. took note of the document containing the Guidelines for coastal fish monitoring as part of the HELCOM 
COMBINE Manual updated in 2008. The Meeting considered revising the guidelines as long-term input 
to HELCOM MORE and agreed to update the guidelines by the next meeting of the project and finalise 
them in early 2014 including information on commercial catch statistics, upcoming Polish coastal 
monitoring programme and German coastal fish monitoring. Pending on the decision from Danish 
experts to also include Danish recreational fisherman registration programme. 

9. agreed that providing a draft version of methods for mapping of recruitment areas should be a long-
term goal of the project. Timeline for this is pending on funding for the arrangement of a workshop on 
mapping of recruitment areas. 

10. concluded that commercial fisheries data might be useful in coastal fish assessments on a Baltic wide 
scale, but further information from the Contracting Parties on the reporting system and programmes is 
needed. 

11. welcomed that Finland will prepare a questionnaire on commercial catch reporting systems (including 
e.g. strengths and weaknesses of the data) to be answered by the Contracting Parties and to also that 
Finland will provide a deadline for answering the questionnaire. Based on this questionnaire Finland 
will also provide a short report to be discussed and approved at the next meeting of the project. 

12. agreed to further include and consider other indicators supporting indicators in assessing coastal fish 
community status and to also cover a wider range of impacting pressures. The Meeting further agreed 
that indicators reflecting the size-structure of piscivores should be investigated further. This issue will 
be re-assessed at the next Meeting. 


